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From his Glaswegian childhood and American adolescence to his starring role in the Doctor Who

spinoff Torchwood, thisÂ memoir traces the life and career of actorÂ John Barrowman. John made a

name for himself withÂ remarkable West End achievements, including an Olivier Award nomination

and success in the movies The Producers and De-Lovely. Television success was also assured

when Torchwood won a Best Drama BAFTA. John also lays bare his personal life: his emigration as

a child, coming out to his family, turning down a job at Disney, and his civil partnership with

long-term partner Scott Gill. Revelatory and insightful, told with real heart and characteristic

Barrowman charm, this is a wonderful tale of how one boy achieved his dreams.
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The Book Report: The life and times of fabulous Captain Jack Harkness, I mean I mean JOHN

BARROWMAN of course I do, silly me to get the two confused, he of the TV show Torchwood, in all

his dimpled and smiling glory. With butt shots. Two.My Review: One knows what one is getting with

celebrity memoirs, right? Whitewash, excuses, justifications, and a little catty score-settling. It takes

a pretty damned big ego to write an "autobiography" (which this ain't, it's a memoir) in the first place;



to do it before the age of sixty is, well, it's a bit uppish.Yeah, so what, pretty people get to do what

they want. And Barrowman is nothing if not pretty. Very pretty. Very very pretty. That he is also a

talented actor, a fine musical-theatre singer, and a high-maintenance mess of a man makes it all the

more fun that he didn't wait to write the book (with his sister, Carole). He takes it upon himself to tell

us the tale of what brought Clan Barrowman from Glasgow to Illinois, what made the clan tick, and

what happened as a result of this daring and quite unsettling move, made in the Malaise Years of

the middle 1970s.Wait. Make that, he tells us the tale of what happened to John of the Clan

Barrowman. This is a book that relentlessly focuses on John Barrowman, contextualizing his life

with the necessary information, but skimping on the lives and times of the other people in his orbit.

Quite forgivable in a memoir; less so in an autobiography, which is more about the life-and-times,

less about the lifestyle.He's not forthcoming with details of his personal life, eg what his feelings

were, what his thoughts were, around his coming out.
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